
6/6/09  Gamelan Genta 
Kasturi (Pierson Audito-
rium, 7:30 p.m.  FREE) 

6/8/09–6/12/09 Duff 
Timpani Master class 

6/8/09–6/19/09 Dance 
Workshop at Sion 

6/12/09–6/21/09 Kansas 
City Cello Clinic, UMKC 

6/21/09–6/26/09 UMKC 
Jazz Camp 

6/25/09  Conservatory 
Connections:  George 
Segal, Street Scenes 
(Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art, 6:00 p.m.  FREE) 

6/29/09–7/3/09 Young 
Singers Workshop 

7/6/09–7/10/09 Summer 
Composition Workshop 

7/6/09–7/10/09 Wind 
Instrument Exploration 
Workshop, UMKC 

7/6/09–7/17/09 Piano / 
Keyboard Workshop 

7/12/09–7/17/09 Wind 
Band Teaching Sympo-
sium, UMKC 

7/17/09  Students of 
Jean Drumm, Piano 
(Grant Hall room 332, 
6:00 p.m.  FREE) 

7/18/09–7/28/09 Cham-
ber Music Festival at 
UMKC 

7/19/09–8/1/09 Glenda 
Brown Choreography 
Project, UMKC 

4/14/09  ArtSounds:  
Leave the Light On 
(KCAI Epperson Audito-
rium, 7:30 p.m.  FREE) 

4/18/09  CMDA Scholar-
ship Audition (UMKC 
Annex, application 
deadline 4/3/09) 

4/19/09  Students of 
Cameron Dibble, Piano 
(Grant Recital Hall,  5:00 
p.m.  FREE) 

4/22/09  Yu-Fang Chen, 
Viola (White Recital 
Hall, 7:30 p.m.  FREE) 

4/24/09  Conservatory 
Connections:  Chinois-
erie (Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art, 6:00, 6:45, 
7:30 p.m. FREE) 

4/24/09  University 
Academy Spring Con-
cert (University Acad-
emy Recital Hall  FREE) 

4/25/09  CMDA Spring 
Festival (Grant Recital 
Hall, application dead-
line 4/3/09) 

4/26/09  Katherine 
Reed, Trombone 
(Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 5:00 p.m. 
FREE) 

4/26/09  Kevin Maret, 
Percussion (White Re-
cital Hall, 5:00 p.m.  
FREE) 

4/28/09  Lai Kheng 
Chan, Violin (Grant Re-
cital Hall, 5:00 p.m.  

FREE) 

5/1/09  Yu-Fang Chen, 
Viola (Grant Recital Hall, 
2:30 p.m. FREE) 

5/2/09  Shoko Kinsella, 
Piano (White Recital 
Hall, 7:30 p.m.  FREE) 

5/3/09  Canta Filia and 
Kansas City Children’s 
Chorus (Central United 
Methodist Church, 2:00 
p.m.  Free-will donations 
accepted) 

5/3/09  Celeste Chiam, 
Piano (White Recital 
Hall, 7:30 p.m. FREE) 

5/4/09  Canta Filia Audi-
tion for 2009–2010 
(UMKC Annex, 5:30 
p.m.) 

5/4/09  Musical Bridges 
Concert (Paseo Acad-
emy of Fine and Per-
forming Arts, 5:00 p.m.  
FREE) 

5/5/09  Kansas City 
Children’s Chorus Audi-
tion for 2009–2010 
(UMKC Annex, 6:30 
p.m.) 

5/16/09  CMDA Spring 
Honors Recital (Grant 
Recital Hall, 5:00 p.m.  
FREE) 

5/20/09  Musical Bridges 
Final Concert (White 
Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m.  
FREE) 

6/1/09–8/1/09 CMDA 
Summer Session 
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Note from the Director 
April 6, 2009 

Dear Academy Friends, 

Thank you for your commitment to the Community Music and Dance Academy.  Initial reports conservatively project that our base enrollment for 2008-–09 is 
2,369.  This figure includes students studying applied lessons, participating in early childhood programs, summer curricula and collaborative outreach concerts 
such as ArtSounds (a partnership between UMKC Conservatory of Music and Dance and the Kansas City Art Institute); and Conservatory Connections (a 
partnership between UMKC Conservatory of Music and Dance and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art).  Additionally, our Conservatory in the Schools programs 
expanded significantly this academic year.  

Currently affecting hundreds of school-aged students across the Kansas City Metropolitan area, Academy-sponsored programs Composers in the Schools and 
Musical Bridges foster creativity and instill specialized growth.  This year we have expanded our program into Conservatory in the Schools, a multifaceted 
approach to music education that will encourage creativity, one on one instruction and chamber music (Ensembles in the Schools) through the study of a vari-
ety of musical skills including composition, performance, theory and history. To prepare students for what is required of critical thinkers and musicians, our pro-
gram provides area public school students with the tools to think about these seemingly separate aspects of music simultaneously.  The program connects the 
overall population to a greater sensibility for creativity and discipline through lessons, chamber music and classes. To foster this nurturing of artistic potential, the 
Conservatory has created a “bridge fund” endowment to provide musical training to promising 6–12th graders from the Kansas City urban core.  Musical 
Bridges is funded by generous grants from PREP-KC, the Francis Family Foundation, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City, and the Shumaker Family 
Foundation. 

Other news at the Academy includes our summer programs. Our summer offerings this year include classes for preschoolers through professional musicians.  
Programs are developing rapidly and we recruit international students from various levels and backgrounds.  We aim to fuse our summer programming in the 
future so that all high school programs coincide during the month of June and all professional and youth based programs occur in July.  This will allow for a 
greater focus to each of our targeted groups.  This summer we have made several advancements in creating continuous programming throughout the summer. 

As in recent years, our classes are running full force.  Please look for our full catalogue of class offerings coming soon to the web site.  The Academy offers 
classes for all ages and all levels in dance, music theory, music history, Suzuki strings, group piano instruction, chamber music and composition.  Please note 
that our on-line payment system will be operational very soon.  Starting Fall 2009 we are moving to a new semester registration calendar.  Do not forget about 
Spring Festival and Scholarship adjudications coming up at the end of April.  We are thrilled to have Conservatory adjudicators including Dr. Rebecca Sherburn 
(voice), Dr. Jane Solose (piano), Dr. Mary Posses (winds and brass), Dr. Carter Enyeart (strings), and Jason Bolte (composition).   

Looking forward to 2009–10, the Academy Faculty and Advisory Board is launching the first accreditation based on guidelines from NASM (the National Associa-
tion of Schools of Music) through the National Guild of Community Schools of the Arts.  Many of you have already provided extremely helpful feedback in the 
beginning stages of this complex review process.   

Congratulations to all students, faculty and parents for all of your recent accomplishments.  Thank you for choosing the Academy to pursue your creativity.  
Happy Spring! 

Many thanks, 

Mara Gibson 

Mara Gibson, Ph.D. 
Director, Community Music and Dance Academy 



ACADEMY STUDENTS:  
UNIVERSITY PLACEMENTS 

Mackenzie Copp was ac-
cepted into the UMKC Con-
servatory of Music and 
Dance as a graduate student 
in composition for the Spring 
2009 semester and is now a 
CITS fellow.  Before starting 
at UMKC, Mackenzie studied 
percussion with Sam Wis-
man. 

Allison Parisi was accepted 
into the UMKC Conservatory 
of Music and Dance as a 
music major for the Spring 
2009 semester.  Before start-
ing at UMKC, Allison studied 
voice with Denise Knowlton. 

Daphne Scruggs was ac-
cepted into the UMKC Con-
servatory of Music and 
Dance as a music therapy 
major for the Fall 2009 se-
mester.  Daphne studies 
voice with Denise Knowlton. 

Pei Shan Yu was accepted 
into Pittsburg State Univer-
sity as a music major for the 
Spring 2009 semester.  Be-
fore starting at Pittsburg 
State, Pei Shan studied flute 
with James Hall. 

Paige Anderson was ac-
cepted into Northwestern 
University as a theatre major 
for the Fall 2009 semester.  
Paige studies voice with 
Denise Knowlton. 

ACADEMY STUDENTS:  
AWARDS AND OTHER 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Kalli Slater won the Youth 
Symphony of Kansas City’s 
concerto competition.  She 
will perform the third move-
ment of the Bruch violin con-
certo with the Youth Sym-
phony of Kansas City’s Acad-
emy Orchestra on April 19, 
2009.  Kalli studies violin with 
David Kovac and participates 
in Stringendo. 

Amanda Ledin received a 
superior rating at her district 

contest.  Amanda studies 
voice with Denise Knowlton 
and Charles Beard. 

Taylor Place won the role 
of Hope in Blue Valley North 
High School’s production of 
Anything Goes.  Taylor also 
won a position in the Kan-
sas All-District Choir.  Taylor 
studies voice with Denise 
Knowlton and is a member 
of Canta Filia. 

Paige Anderson won a 
position in the Kansas All-
District Choir.  Paige studies 
voice with Denise Knowlton. 

A Stringendo  chamber 
group performed in a master 
class for the Formosa String 
Quartet. 

Suzuki violin students 
Serena Jonas and Daija 
Holleman  performed the 
Twinkle Variations and 
graduated to Suzuki Book 1.  
Serena and Daija study 
violin with Chia-fei Lin. 

ACADEMY FACULTY 

Blas González (piano) com-
pleted a Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree in piano per-
formance at UMKC Conser-
vatory of Music and Dance.   

Ya-Ting Liou (piano) com-
pleted a Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree in piano per-
formance at UMKC Conser-
vatory of Music and Dance. 

Rebecca Ashe (flute), Riva 
Capellari (voice), Daniel 
Eichenbaum (composition), 
Richard Hill (jazz piano), 
Cheryl Melfi (clarinet), and 
Narong Prangcharoen 
(piano) participated in the 
CMDA Spring Faculty Re-
cital. 

Hyunjoo Jung (piano), 
Shoko Kinsella (piano), Yu-
Fang Chen (violin/viola), 
Mauricio Salguero (clarinet/
saxophone) were named 
winners of the Preliminary 
Round of the UMKC Con-

certo/Aria Competition. 

Yu-Fang Chen (violin/viola) 
won the UMKC Concerto/
Aria Competition. 

Daniel Eichenbaum 
(composition) and Brendan 
Kinsella’s (piano) collabora-
tive performance piece, 
Listen:  A Grammar of Being 
has been accepted for per-
formance at the College 
Music Society Great Plains 
Chapter Conference.   

Brendan Kinsella’s (piano) 
lecture recital proposal was 
accepted for the College 
Music Society Great Plains 
Chapter Conference. 

Shoko Kinsella (piano) won 
first prize in the Jefferson 
City Symphony Concerto 
Competition. Shoko will play 
Beethoven’s Fourth Con-
certo with them as a result 
of her win in late April.   

Nick Omiccioli (composition) 
won the 2008 Conservatory 
Crescendo Choral Competi-
tion.  His winning composi-
tion was premiered by the 
Kansas City Chorale. 

Daniel Eichenbaum 
(composition) had two new 
works premiered:  Silent 
Sphere for flute and piano, 
and Maybe Next Season, 
for baritone and piano. 

Kristin Shafel’s 
(composition) work was 
accepted for performance at 
the SCI Region VI Confer-
ence. 

Mara Gibson (composition) 
received the Encore grant 
through the American Com-
poser’s Forum for multiple 
performances of her new 
work, E: Tip for cello and 
electronics to be premiered 
in Thailand this summer.  
Additional pieces by Gibson 
were performed December 
2008–March 2009 in Nor-
way, South America and the 
US.   

Faculty and Student Achievements 

“Those who wish 

to sing, always find 

a song.” 

Swedish proverb 
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Cheryl Melfi, Mark Stauffer, Ya-Ting Liou, 
Mara Gibson and Pat Stelmach  at the 

Women’s Committee Presentation Wednesday 
March 18 

Musical Bridges student Tyrell Griffin 



Academy News 

“Music dissolves 

the straight and 

narrow.” 

Mason Cooley 

by Daniel Eichenbaum, CITS Coordinator  
  
CITS has begun a new initiative this semester, allowing qualified undergraduate stu-
dents to work with graduate CITS fellows.  Caroline Miller is working with Daniel Ei-
chenbaum and Peiying Yuan at Liberty High School, while Tim Eshing is working with 
Scott Blasco and Zhou Juan at Ruskin High School.    
  
Scott, Juan, and Tim are continuing the year at Ruskin High School.  Rod Young, the 
music director at Ruskin, has a composition class of 18 students.  Currently, Scott 
and Juan are working with students individually as the students write their own com-
positions.  Tim’s help in demonstrating string technique has been very beneficial to 
the students. CITS guest artists visit Ruskin during the winter and spring 
2009.  Composer Jeff Herriott of Sonict Duo visited the students on February 17. In 
April, composers Stephen Hartke and Claude Baker will also visit Ruskin.  Toward 
the end of April, Rod will bring his students to the Conservatory for his annual cam-
pus visit. 
  
At Liberty High School, Dan, Peiying, and Caroline continue to meet weekly with the 
Junior/Senior combined orchestra, a group of approximately 40 students.  Dan and 
Peiying use a mixture of interactive performance demonstration and lecture.  This 
semester’s highlights have included Peiying’s interactive performance discussion of 
Asian folk tunes using her own arrangement of a Malaysian melody.  Dan also facili-
tated an interactive performance, having the students play various orchestrations of a 
Bach chorale to demonstrate orchestration technique. 
  
At Paseo Academy of Fine and Performing Arts, new graduate student Mackenzie 
Copp joins Stamos Martin this semester. Together, they work with two small groups 
of students.  Both groups are getting intensive theory lessons while a few interested 
students receive private composition lessons.  One student has expressed an interest 
in cello so Stamos is working with her on cello and composition. 
  
At Smith-Hale Middle School, Brad Baumgardner is working with two groups of stu-
dents in music appreciation. Brad is using his bass clarinet and guitar performance 
skills to teach theory and music history to these 11–13 year old students.  Because 
the school operates on a rotating class system, Brad has two entirely new sets of 
students this semester.  He is beginning with basic musical concepts of pitch, rhythm, 
melody, and harmony and continuing with discussion of Asian music and jazz. 
  
At Antioch Middle School, Brian Johnson and new doctoral student Stephen Ba-
chicha are working with 12 8th-grade students in the morning.  The students are writ-
ing simple melodies and discussing basic theory topics.  Nahyun Kim and Kuan Chi 
Kuo teach a class of about 20 7th-grade students at AMS.  Nahyun and Kuan Chi 
focus on musical form and have been looking at Schumann’s songs. After discus-
sions of form, the students are broken into smaller groups in which they are writing 
music for each other. 
  
Kuan Chi and Nahyun also work with Steven Pelkey’s Oak Park High School orches-
tra.   Nahyun is using the piece she wrote with the UMKC Conservatory orchestra last 
semester as a composition lesson for the students.  She also uses the piece as a 
springboard to help the students begin their own small pieces.  The students in their 
own pieces incorporate weekly lectures from Nahyun and Kuan Chi. 

CITS Update 
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CITS at Ruskin High 
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Musical Bridges Update 
by Leia Barrett, Musical Bridges Instructor and Fac ulty Coordinator 

 As the school year is coming to a close, so too is the second year of the Musical Bridges 
program.  In this short amount of time Musical Bridges has produced amazing results.  
Its students have performed in Academy Honors Recitals, Missouri’s All-State Honors 
Orchestras, and various other venues.  It was featured, along with Composers in the 
Schools, on a recent symposium held by the Faculty Center for Excellence in Teaching.  
The symposium, titled “Teaching in Different Environments,”  showcased UMKC out-
reach programs that are producing successful results.   

A Musical Bridges Instrument Fund Competition has been newly established.  This initia-
tive, funded by a generous grant from the Shumaker Family Foundation, sets aside 
funds for new instruments, funding for summer festival attendance, or tuition to needed 
coursework as designated by the Musical Bridges faculty.  One current Musical Bridges 
student will be chosen as the first recipient of these funds.  Students have been nomi-
nated by their instructors based on demonstrated excellence in musical and academic 
achievement.  The five nominees will participate in a concert to take place on May 20, 
2009.  The students are Andrea Goering from Ruskin High School, and Tschzyl Berndt, 
Brandon Butler, Sara Johnson, and Cheyenne Melton, from the Paseo Academy of Fine 
and Performing Arts.  They will perform in White Recital Hall, James C. Olson Perform-
ing Arts Center on the UMKC campus, and three outside adjudicators will determine the 
competition winner based not only on playing, but letters of recommendation from both 
Musical Bridges faculty and the students’ music directors.   

In addition to this prestigious concert, the Paseo Academy of Fine and Performing Arts 
will host a concert on Monday, May 4, 2009 at the Paseo Recital Hall.  To prepare for 
these concerts, students have been given the opportunity to participate not only in Acad-
emy Recitals, but several will perform during the annual Spring Festival, April 25, Grant 
Recital Hall, UMKC campus.   

In addition to the incredible work done by CMDA staff through Musical Bridges, students 
from the University Academy are also showing marked results through the Ensembles in 
the Schools Program.  Approximately twelve students, from grades 5–12, will perform 
solos at the upcoming Spring Festival.  Enrollment numbers are steadier than in recent 
years, and students in the 4th–6th grade band and orchestra programs are responding 
well to the group and private lessons provided by Musical Bridges and Ensembles in the 
Schools faculty.   Fifth through twelfth grade students can be seen in an upcoming con-
cert on April 24, 2009 at the University Academy Recital Hall.   

If you would like to learn more about the Musical Bridges program or the work being 
done at the University Academy, please do not hesitate to contact Musical Bridges Fac-
ulty Coordinator Leia Barrett at  

leiabarrett@sbcglobal.net 

Thank you! 

Leia Barrett, Musical Bridges Instruc-
tor and Faculty Coordinator 

Brandon Butler  

Musical Bridges Student 
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Choral News 
Canta Filia trip to New York and Performance in Ave ry Fisher Hall 

by Jennifer Benjamin, director of Canta Filia  

Canta Filia performed in Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center March 15, 2009.  Four-
teen young singers from the Community Music and Dance Academy traveled to 
New York City and engaged in a thoroughly enriching musical experience.   

We arrived the evening of Thursday, March 12 and discovered that our hotel, Park 
Central NY, was, as the name implies, central to many New York landmarks: one 
block to Carnegie Hall, two blocks to Central Park, 10 blocks to Lincoln Center and 
12 blocks to Times Square.  Everyone was immediately drawn into the energy of 
“the city that never sleeps” and headed down to Times Square to take in the visual 
display.  Needless to say, those who were in New York for the first time were in 
awe.  Throughout the rest of the weekend, sightseeing opportunities included ap-
pearances on the Today show, Broadway musicals, dinner in Little Italy, and a ferry 
ride to the Statue of Liberty.  I am deeply indebted to the parents and chaperones 
that enthusiastically shared New York with the girls.  

The absolute highlight of the trip was the opportunity to sing in a top-notch choir 
under the direction of Eric Whitacre.  Rehearsals were held at the Juilliard School 
with three other extraordinary choirs from Oregon, Montana and Texas.  Mr. Whi-
tacre was incredibly personable and generous with his time and talents.  His posi-
tive outlook and passion for choral music was contagious.  The singers had the op-
portunity to premiere his Animal Crackers, Set II and witness as he edited them dur-
ing rehearsals.  He asked for input and the whole ensemble was proud to be part of 
the finished product.  Overall, Eric’s explanations and personal connection to the 
songs brought them to life for the singers.  The concert for a full house in Avery 
Fisher Hall was equally rewarding for the singers and the audience.  

The singers in Canta Filia conducted themselves with the utmost poise and profes-
sionalism.  I am proud of their hard work and was honored to represent them in New 
York.  I am also confident that each singer came away with a greater knowledge 
and appreciation of choral art.  Below are testimonies from two singers (as I heard 
them): 

To Eric Whitacre at the reception:  

“. . . your passion for music has awakened in me a new love for choral music 
that I will carry with me for the rest of my life.”    

On the airplane back to Kansas City:  

“ . . . I came to appreciate the songs even more after learning Eric’s motivations for 
composing them.” 

Canta Filia poses with composer/director 
Eric Whitacre (back center) during their trip 

to New York to perform his works. 

Members of Canta Filia visit the Statue 
of Liberty in New York during their trip. 
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Save the Dates! 

Fall session dates are tentatively set for 8/10/09–12/19/09 (18-week session), no classes 11/22–11/28 
(Thanksgiving week).  This will be the first 18-week semester for the Academy.  We are working hard to pro-
vide an online payment option, which will be ready for the fall semester. 
 
Kids Club 2009–2010, Whistle and Roar  
10/3/09 
11/7/09 
1/23/10 
3/27/10 
 
Faculty recitals 2009–2010  
9/12/09 
11/5/09 
1/23/10 
3/24/10 
 
Academy recitals 2009–2010  
10/29/09 
11/15/09 
12/13/09 (Fall honors recital) 
1/25/10 
3/21/10 
5/17/10 (Spring honors recital) 

 

Summer Programs 2009  
 

Duff Timpani Masterclass (June 8–June 12, 2009) is a world-renowned comprehensive professional development workshop 
in the Cloyd Duff School of timpani playing 

Kansas City Cello Clinic (June 12–June 21, 2009) brings together exceptional young cellists from all over the world to work 
with UMKC Conservatory Professor of Cello Carter Enyeart and distinguished guest faculty.  

UMKC Jazz Camp (June 21–June 26, 2009) is for young jazz instrumentalists and vocalists ages 14–20.  Participants work 
with UMKC Conservatory’s top-notch jazz faculty and with well-known guest artists.  

Music and Dance Day Camps for ages 4–12 (June 29–July 17, 2009) lets young musicians and dancers of all experience 
levels explore the performing arts in fun weeklong workshops. 

Summer Composition Workshop (July 6–10, 2009) is an intensive weeklong musical experience that helps young compos-
ers ages 14–20 hone their craft and find their voices. 

Wind Band Teaching Symposium (July 12–July 17, 2009) is an intensive professional development workshop with UMKC 
Conservatory Director of Bands Steven Davis and distinguished guest clinicians. 

Chamber Music Festival at UMKC (July 18–July 28, 2009) Faculty and clinicians from Heartland Chamber Music Academy 
and Stringendo String Institute join forces in this exciting new collaborative festival for musicians ages 8–20. 

Glenda Brown Choreography Project (July 19–August 1, 2009) offers choreographers and dancers a phenomenal opportu-
nity to explore and develop both technique and artistry. 

 

For more information on any of our programs (applie d lessons, classes, choirs, chamber music, camps, o utreach 
concerts or Conservatory in the Schools programs, p lease visit our web site: http://conservatory.umkc. edu/
community_academy/MDA.aspx  



      Music is its Own Reward 

Community Music and Dance Academy 
UMKC Conservatory of Music and Dance 

301 East 51st Street 
Kansas City, MO  64112 

Phone: 816-235-2741 
Fax: 816-235-5998 

E-mail: music-ce@umkc.edu 
Director: Mara Gibson, Ph.D. 

Assistant Director: Cheryl Melfi, DMA 

Visit our website: 

http://conservatory.umkc.edu/
community_academy/MDA.aspx 

Coel Gibson Reif and Gabriel Nathaniel Jones in a Suzuki violin class 


