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CITS by Daniel Eichenbaum

Blue Valley West High School welcomed a new banddator this year, Mark Nich-
ols. Since Mark is beginning his connection to@€&S program, Dan and Peiying
are giving three masterclasses to his BVW AP thetuglents. Topics covered with
the AP class include the overtone series, an intriah to electronic music, and a
discussion of the aesthetics of “good” music. Telve students in this class have a
solid music background and are benefiting tremealyoiiom the variety of topics
CITS offers,

At Liberty High School, Dan and Peiying are megtweekly with the Junior/Senior
combined orchestra composed of nearly 40 studBats.and Peiying are using a
mixture of interactive performance demonstratiod ktture to offer the students and
new musical perspective beyond traditional orclaéstiusic. Topics coevered have
included extended performance techniques, 20thuperttythmic and metric innova-
tions, and the philosophy of time in different nuagistyles. The orchestra brings a
lot of energy to their CITS classes.

Ruskin High School is continuing its long-standingolvement with CITS. Rod
Young, the music director at Ruskin, has expandgdnlusic theory class to 18 stu-
dents. Working with his students are Scott Blagtsu Juan, and Chaoke Xu. Top-
ics covered include orchestra music, Jazz, eleictronsic, Impressionism, and Asian
music. Internationally renowned guest composer Pansky visited with the Ruskin
students in October. Also in October, Peter Witte,new Dean of UMKC'’s Conser-
vatory of Music and Dance, visited a CITS clasRaskin. He was impressed by
both the CITS fellows and the Ruskin students’riedein the program.

At Paseo Academy, Stamos Martin and Zhou Juan arking with two small groups
of students. They began the year by reviewingtimstaand basic music theory before
progressing into aural skills and harmony. Onerted student even took the initia-
tive to write a song which Juan and Stamos areguessma teaching tool for the entire
class.

At Smith-Hale Middle School, Brad Baumgardner igking with two groups of
students in music appreciation. Brad is usingohiss clarinet, guitar, and jazz music
knowledge to teacher theory and music history ¢s¢hl1-13 year old stu-

dents. Although the classes were hesitant at Brstd's use of percussion instru-
ments and interactive music-making is helping theents learn these concepts.

At Antioch Middle School, Mason Gentry and Briarhdeon are working with 12
eighth-grade students in the morning. The studem@surrently writing short melo-
dies with help from Mason and Brian. Richard arahidun are also teaching a class
of about 20 seventh-grade students at Antioch. stimdents were having difficulty at
first due to a lack of basic notation knowledgechird and Nahyun are working in-
tensely on this area and seeing much improvemeheistudents’ knowledge and
capabilities.

Dr. Steve Pelkey, whom CITS has collaborated witthe past, has brought the pro-
gram to Oak Park High School this year for thet firge. Working with Dr. Pelkey’s
Oak Park two orchestras are Richard Johnson angudakim. Richard and Nahyun
are each using this opportunity to write a pieceufaper-level orchestra to per-
form. By doing this, the 50 members of the oraflzebecome part of the composi-
tional process and see what a composer does.h&dower-level orchestra, the
twenty students are each writing short piecestHeniselves to play.
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Musical Bridges, By Leia Barrett

Musical Bridges is an exciting program implementéth the idea of giving under-
served populations the artistic background needadi¢cessfully enter the arts on a
collegiate level. Students are nominated basetieinhard work, dedication, and
potential. They are assigned a private instrustos comes to their school
(addressing the transportation issue facing maudguorivileged students) and
teaches the student about their chosen field rigtiomegard to performance, but
also theoretical training and etiquette, both ofolhkare often unfamiliar to students
unable to attend formal concerts and outside ctaskes the hope of the instructors
that through consistent tutelage, students who tiighie been passed over despite
potential might be able to find a niche in collégiarts otherwise out of their reach.

The Musical Bridges program currently serves tlad®ols: The Kansas
City Middle School for the Arts, the Paseo Acadeshthe Fine and Performing Arts,
and the newly added program at the Ruskin High 8lchSixteen students are cur-
rently participating, in areas from vocal to stsrand even bassoon. The following
are a few comments received from teachers regatt@igstudents:

C**** is a 14 year old boy with an exceptional veicHe is a joy to
work with and seems really interested in what loig® can do.

T*** has made such tremendous progress it takesneath away.
Every lesson is well-prepared and finds her corepfetngaged at
all times. She acts beyond her years, and itv&oolk she will suc-

ceed.

o . 7%
Having made such rapid progress, it is my hopétdlenge B**** C
with standard repertoire that will be obligatoryridg the college B< " -125

audition process

In addition to these three wonderful programs,uson is in progress for the addi-

tion of two schools in the coming years: the Sautbt Early College Campus (a

math and science magnet school) and the Univessigglemy. Community Music

and Dance Academy has already entered the Uniyeksiademy this year, assisting

with the fourth grade string program and the fdtid sixth grade band programs.

Chris Kelts, Jackie Lee, and Ben Gitter teach thiegsstudents in a group setting.

Leia Barrett is in charge of the woodwind divisiofithe fifth and sixth grade band

programs, with assistance from Mauricio Salguei Rabecca Ashe. Students are

not only taught in a large group setting, but aleh aside in sections and given in- — —
struction on their instruments. Remarkable pragjtess been made through this won-

derful system, and it is the hope of the Acadenay #h“pre-Musical Bridges” might

be established through this outreach program. edtigcare responding extremely (
well to the instruction given and will present axcert on November 18at 6:00 p.m.

to showcase their hard work and efforts.

As a final insight into this extraordinary prograam, “instrument fund” has been es- &
tablished that will reward the most promising st with either a new instrument

or tuition towards summer festivals, et ceteratside judges will be present at the

final concert for the Musical Bridges program, dtieh time they will vote on whom

they feel is the most deserving student. If gimenusical instrument, it will be the (& &
students to use throughout their Musical Bridgese@a If you have any questions
regarding the Musical Bridges program, please ddasitate to contact Leia Barrett I #$

(leiabarrett@sbcglobal.et Thank you!
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Piano Readiness Class for 4-5 year olds with Gelékiam Saturdays, 10:30 — 11:15
Beginning Keyboard Class for 6 and up with Blas @dez: Saturdays, 4:15 — 5:15
Creative Movement 1 with Amanda McMaster: Satusgddyl:15 — 12:00
Creative Movement 2 with Amanda McMaster: Satusjdy:15 — 1:00
Combined Ballet/Jazz/Modern dance for ages 7 anditipAmanda McMaster: Saturdays, 1:15 — 2:15
Combined Ballet/Jazz/Modern dance for teens anttsadith Amanda McMaster: Saturdays, 2:15 — 3:15
Intermediate Ballet for Teens and Adults with ShirlWeaver: Mondays, 6:00 — 7:30
Theory I-11l with Ryan Oldham: Thursday evening8A'
Suzuki group classes with Stringendo (pre-Twinkl8aturdays, 10:30 — 11:00
Suzuki group classes with Stringendo (Book 1):ufktys, 11:15 — 12:00
Young Singers class with Denise Knowlton: Monday80 — 5:00

Open registration for spring 2009 Kindermusik ctesswill begin 11/11/08. Contact Joy Granade forarinforma-
tion: 913-322-2151.
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Academy faculty members, Rebecca Ashe, Leia Batéteryl Melfi, Mark Stauffer and Stringendo alongh Reena Berger and
Conservatory horn student Scott Conner performeditapiring and very well attended Kids Club conséhis fall semester.

Saatatya Chakraborty, piano student of Ya-Ting Lammpeted in the MMTA District Audition and wadesged to participate in
the state honors audition. Saatatya also won ergupating at the MAMA Festival in the summer2sfo8.

Abigail Freeman, piano student of Ya-Ting Liou, wesuperior rating at the MAMA Festival in the suarof 2008.

Mara Gibson Academy Director and faculty membel él traveling to Norway for a residency througé ffrondheim Arts Coun-
cil during the last week of November, which wiltlnde multiple performances of her work.

James Hall, Academy instructor presented a regital pianist Patricia Higdon on Sunday, 11/2/08.
Rich Hill, Academy instructor performed at the Ganl Center on the Ruel Joyce Jazz Series, 10/14/08.

Ya-Ting Liou, Academy instructor performed with letl Yeonsun Joo (10/6/08) and violinist Tomoko ¢gu(10/27/08) at the Carl-
sen Center on the Ruel Joyce Recital Series.

Natalie Ortega Wells, Academy student of Camerdrbl®, Mara Gibson and Ryan Oldham received reciognior her Level 3
Honor's Theory Project through Missouri Music Teach Association.

Jet Patterson, piano student of Jean Drumm, rgcergbented her Suzuki Piano Book One Graduatiaitéte

Shayla James, Academy alumna and former pianorstedéeon Bugg, began her studies at Coe Collegeedar Rapids, lowa as
a music performance major in fall of 2008. Shaglthe recipient of a four-year music scholarshigmf Coe College.

Jack Mikkelson, piano student of Angela Cannondivion a superior rating at the MAMA Festival i ttummer of 2008.

Ryan Oldham Academy faculty member presented arpdieel “Music is My Weapon: Henry Cowell and ttdfice of War Infor-
mation” at the Society for American Music nationahference in San Antonio, Texas on February 28820

Nick Omiccioli, Academy faculty member was awardieel Brian Israel Prize by the Society for New MusitNew York.

Pangea Piano Project Concert (Blas Gonzalez antinatiou, piano) has several upcoming concerttuliog the PianoForte
Salon Series, PianoForte Foundation, Chicago orehder 7, locally on November 16 through Mu Phi EpsFoundation at All
souls Unitarian Church, at the Kansas City Artitngt on November 17 and the Universidad Maimoéni@egnos Aires, ARGEN-
TINA in December.

Narong Prangcharoen, Academy faculty recently asdttle 2009 MTNA Commissioned Composer for Misschas debuted new
music for Kansas Citians with Knasas City’s new imesisemble, newEar.

Grace Price, piano student of Angela Cannon-Hivtey a superior rating at the MAMA Festival in theramer of 2008.
The students of Dr. Robin Rysavy presented a studiival in Grant Recital Hall on Sunday, Nov. 208.

Mauricio Salguero, Academy faculty member, hasivecka prestigious Preparing Future Faculty felloywsrom the university to
support his doctoral studies for the next threggea

Noah Siegel, Academy alumnus and former piano stuafeCameron Dibble, began his studies at UMKC $gowatory of Music
and Dance in fall of 2008.

Maria Smithson, student of Mara Gibson is competimghe regional MTNA Composition High School SenComposer Competi-
tion.

Stringendo presented its fall chamber music corgairday, October 19 at Central United Methodfsir€h.

Suzuki violin group classes will begin this Novemb€lass dates are 11/8, 11/15, 11/22, and 1Rf6-Twinkle (ages 3 and
up): 10:30 a.m. Book 1: 11:15 a.m.

Theresa Truong, piano student of Angela CannoreHivbn a superior rating at the MAMA Festival ile summer of 2008.

The Fall 2008 Creative Movement class performedttet Plaza Art Fair under the direction of Amanda Méster.

The Fall 2008 Young Singers class performed at ®laza Art Fair under the direction of Denise Knowlt
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Canta Filia shared a concert Oct. 29th at Visita@iurch with Jitro, a world-class ensemble from @zech Repub-
lic. They will perform on several concerts in [Bewer, including a collaborative concert with thethpolitan Cho-
rale of Greater Kansas City on the 6th and the Ksu@ty Children's Chorus on the 7th. Canta fslialso starting
fundraising efforts for a March trip to New York $tng the music of Eric Whitacre at Lincoln Centdihe girls will
get to spend three days working with Mr. Whitaevlp will conduct the performance. All donationsyadl, medium,
and large, toward this unique educational oppotyuarie welcomed! Contact Jennifer BenjamiBahja-
minJD@umkc.edif you would like to help!
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