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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-KANSAS CITY
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC

CONS 154 - Music Listening Laboratory (1 credit hr)
Syllabus for Music Majors
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PURPOSE: Music Listening Laboratory is a course designed to: (a) promote diverse, live listening 

experiences for students; (b) encourage faculty involvement in selecting specific experiences to meet 

individual student's needs; and (c) provide an array of audience experiences to complement and enhance 

performance experiences.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Undergraduate Conservatory students are required to register for CONS 154 

and attend 12 live performances, lectures, or master classes in the performing arts each semester until 

degree requirements are met.  Four (4) of these must be Conservatory events, four (4) must be approved by 
faculty of the student's major division, and four (4) may be chosen at the student's discretion. Events chosen 
at the student's discretion may include concerts/lectures needed to fulfill the requirements of a Conservatory 
academic course. A part-time Conservatory student may spend two semesters of an academic year in 
completing one credit hour.

GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES

After you register for CONS 154, obtain an attendance card (posted on the wall around the corner from 
Grant 124). Print your name, your teacher’s name, and your  I.D. number on the face of the card (in ink) 
immediately, since cards without names will not be punched for credit. Print your phone number on the 
card. Make sure your writing is legible. If you have any questions, contact the secretary [Grant 138; 235-
2900].

You should ATTEND TWELVE EVENTS (four events in each of three categories):

1.  Conservatory Events (four)

To receive credit for these events, you must:
(a) attend a conservatory event
(b) have your attendance card and a valid UMKC student ID or driver's license with you
(c) arrive on time and stay for the entire event. (cards will be punched before and after)

 (d) exhibit appropriate concert attentiveness and courtesy.

For event information go to the Conservatory website at http://conservatory.umkc.edu/      There will 
be a link.

2.  Division Approved Events (four)
To receive credit for these events you must:

(a) based on your degree (BA, BM, BME), consult the list of approved events for your division 
(see page 3 of this syllabus). Divisions are: Academic Studies & Composition; Instrumental 
Studies; Keyboard Studies; Music Education/Music Therapy; and Vocal Studies. (e.g. Piano 

performance major select from Keyboard Studies approved list or Music Education major studying 

clarinet, select from Music Education/Music Therapy approved list.) BA degree students select 
from Instrumental Studies, Keyboard, or Vocal Studies depending on applied instrument.
(b) attend an event from the list and complete a critique form for the event. 

(c) if the Divisional event is an ushered Conservatory event, follow the procedures as outlined 
above for Conservatory Events, then take your completed critique form and Attendance Card with 

a printed program and/or ticket stub to a faculty member of your respective Division. The faculty 
member will verify the information and sign the card for each Division event. The teacher will 

collect the critique forms. 



(d) if the Divisional event is a non-Conservatory or non-ushered Conservatory event, take a 

completed critique form, a printed program and/or ticket stub with your Attendance Card to any 

faculty member of your respective Division for verification and the required signatures as outlined 

in (c) above.  

Note: a division faculty member must sign attendance cards for every event attended in this 

category.

3.  Student Discretionary (four)

To receive credit for these events you must:   

(a) select and attend any performance, lecture or master class in the performing arts.  The choice of 

events is entirely at your discretion, but you must be able to verify attendance with a printed 

program, ticket stub or the like. 

(b) if the event is an ushered Conservatory event, follow the procedures as outlined above for 

Conservatory Events, then take your completed critique form, Attendance Card with a printed 

program and/or ticket stub to a faculty member of your respective Division. The faculty member 

will verify the information and sign the card (and the program and/or ticket stub) for each event.  

The teacher will collect the critique forms. 

(c) if the event is a non-Conservatory or non-ushered Conservatory event, take a completed 
critique form, a printed program and/or ticket stub with your Attendance Card to a faculty member 
or your respective Division for verification and the required signatures as outlined in (c) above. 

Note: Your supervising faculty member must sign attendance cards for every event attended in this 

category.

GENERAL POLICIES

GRADING:

A = 12 events attended
B = 10 - 11 events attended
C = 8 - 9 events attended
D = 6 - 7 events attended
F = 5 or fewer events attended

COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS FOR CONSERVATORY EVENTS

- Your UMKC student picture ID card entitles you to one free ticket for each "ticketed" Conservatory 
event.  Tickets must be picked up at the UMKC Box Office (Center for the Performing Arts) not less 
than 24 hours prior to the performance.

OTHER POLICIES

- Important: If your card is lost or destroyed, you must obtain a new card and begin again!
- Students must submit completed attendance cards and critique forms to the faculty member in charge of 

their section of 154 on or before 5pm on the last day of classes. Cards turned in late will result in lower 

grades at the rate of one letter grade per week. You are responsible to have all necessary documentation 

before this time - make appointments early!   

To receive an A in this course your card should have: 

- 2 punches each for the 4 events above ON CAMPUS RECITAL/CONCERT
- 4 faculty signatures (plus 2 punches for any on-campus events attended) under DIVISIONAL EVENTS

- 4 faculty signatures (plus 2 punches for any on-campus events attended) under STUDENT 
DISCRETIONARY EVENTS

- You also must turn in your card to your faculty supervisor in person by 5pm on the last day of classes (if 

you are concerned, make backup copies - you are responsible if your materials are lost). 



- You will not receive credit for any Divisional or Student Discretionary Event without a critique form 

and faculty signature

Do not have a friend turn your card in for you! This almost invariably results in a late or lost card.



DIVISION APPROVED LISTS

Academic Studies & Composition
Consult individual faculty members in this division for approved events and approval signatures.

Keyboard STUDIES
Kansas City Chamber Orchestra Series

Kansas City Chamber Orchestra

The Lyric Opera

Kansas City Symphony (main series)

Friends of Chamber Music

Organ Dedication Rec. Series (RLDS Temple)

AGO Recital Series

RLDS Recital Series

William Jewell Fine Arts Series

Instrumental Studies
Consult individual faculty members in each studio for approved events and approval signatures.

Music Education/MUSIC Therapy   Note: Students should attend not more than 1 concert per 
semester in any of the following categories; in convention sessions, music performance should constitute at 
least half the session.

All events from Keyboard Division list (above)

Yardley Series (Johnson County CC)
K-12 School Music Programs
Solo/Ensemble Contests (MSHSAA-KSHSAA)
District/Regional Festival-Clinics
CMENC hosted Jr. High Contest/Festival
Sessions at conventions of AMTA, MMEA, MENC or ISME

Vocal Studies
Conservatory faculty & student voice recitals - consult individual faculty members for additional 
approved events and approval signatures.

READ THIS

The concert schedules, especially the noon recital series, are subject to 
change. If you make special plans to attend a concert, please go to the 
Conservatory website to check for last-minute changes:  
http://conservatory.umkc.edu/   

You will not receive 154 credit for cancelled concerts.

Music Majors - Please make 7 copies of the Concert Critique Form included 
with your syllabus.

Contact the secretary in Grant Hall 138 [235-2900] if you have any 
questions.


